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further testament to his strength as a leader 
and his humanitarian nature, Dr. Bell also co– 
founded the Ronald McDonald House of 
Northwest Florida. 

Dr. Bell’s exceptional abilities were not lo-
calized to Northwest Florida alone. In 1986, 
then–President Ronald Reagan appointed him 
as the founding Director of the National Insti-
tute of Health Office of Substance Abuse Pre-
vention, the federal government’s first sub-
stance abuse prevention program. This ap-
pointment marked another example of Dr. 
Bell’s exceptional ability to lead and help his 
fellow man. It would be exhausting to list the 
many awards and accolades he received 
throughout his career, which further represents 
his tremendous strength of character. How-
ever, these pale in comparison to his sheer 
love of family, service, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to honor the life of 
Dr. Reed Bell. My wife Vicki and I offer our 
prayers and sincerest condolences to his wife, 
Nell; six children, Rev. William R. Bell, Jr.; 
Mitzi Peters; Terry Bush; Former Florida Su-
preme Court Justice Kenneth Bell; Lance Bell; 
and Brian Bell; 20 grandchildren; and 13 
great–grandchildren. He will truly be missed 
by all who were fortunate enough to know 
him. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE OBSTETRIC 
FISTULA PREVENTION, TREAT-
MENT, HOPE, AND DIGNITY RES-
TORATION ACT OF 2013 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I, along with Representa-
tives JOSEPH CROWLEY, JOHN CONYERS, SAM 
FARR, RAÚL GRIJALVA, HENRY ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, JIM MCDERMOTT, GWEN MOORE, JAMES 
MORAN, and JACKIE SPEIER, am reintroducing 
the ‘‘Fistula Prevention, Treatment, Hope and 
Dignity Restoration Act.’’ This comprehensive 
legislation both prevents new obstetric fistulas 
and helps to treat existing ones, helping mil-
lions of women throughout the world. 

Pregnancy shouldn’t leave a woman with a 
disability and ostracized from her community. 
Congress should ensure investments for the 
more than two million women worldwide that 
have obstetric fistula and we do what we can 
to prevent new cases. Obstetric fistula is a 
devastating condition that results from pro-
longed labor without medical attention. During 
delivery, the infant’s head presses against the 
woman’s pelvis for so long that it kills the tis-
sues. This causes a hole between the wom-
an’s vagina and rectum develops, leaving her 
without control of her bladder and/or bowels 
for the rest of her life if she goes untreated. 
It often results in the death of the infant. They 
are almost always abandoned by their hus-
bands and shunned by their families. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, about 
two million women suffer this condition world-
wide. 

Fortunately, multilateral organizations such 
as UNFPA (the United Nations Population 
Fund) and bilateral organizations such as 
USAID are working with partners on a global 
campaign to prevent and treat fistula with the 

goal of making the condition rare in devel-
oping areas such as sub-Saharan Africa and 
South Asia. 

It is imperative that we in Congress support 
these efforts to eradicate the devastating con-
dition which is why this bill authorizes the 
President to provide assistance to prevent and 
treat obstetric fistula. This legislation allows for 
a comprehensive, three pronged approach of 
prevention, treatment and reintegration which 
includes: increasing access to prenatal care, 
emergency obstetric care, postnatal care, and 
voluntary family planning; building local capac-
ity and improving national health systems; ad-
dressing underlying social and economic in-
equities such as reducing the incidence of 
child marriage and increasing access to formal 
and informal education; and supporting re-
integration and training programs to help 
women who have undergone treatment return 
to full and productive lives. These essential in-
vestments create a multiplier effect of benefits 
in the lives of women and their communities. 

The legislation also supports coordination 
among the community working to prevent and 
treat obstetric fistula through the International 
Obstetric Fistula Working Group. Support for 
monitoring, evaluation, and research to meas-
ure the effectiveness and efficiency of such 
programs throughout their planning and imple-
mentation phases will ensure the most effi-
cient and effective use of US foreign assist-
ance dollars. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant, meaningful legislation. 
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Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor a fellow Marine, Colonel Keil Gentry. 
After more than two years of service as the 
Marine Corps’ Deputy Legislative Assistant to 
the Commandant, Keil will be assuming re-
sponsibilities as the Director of the Marine 
Corps War College. On this occasion, I be-
lieve it is fitting to recognize Colonel Gentry’s 
distinguished service and dedication to fos-
tering the warm relationship between the 
United States Marine Corps and the Con-
gress. 

With over two decades of dedicated service 
to his country, Colonel Gentry has distin-
guished himself serving the cause of freedom 
across the globe. His service leading young 
Marines as a Battery, Battalion, and Regi-
mental Commander, in garrison and in com-
bat, is emblematic of the caliber of his char-
acter. 

Over the course of the last two years, Colo-
nel Gentry has been instrumental to ensuring 
the Marine Corps’ story is heard on the Hill. 
Known for his in-depth knowledge of legisla-
tive issues, personal warmth, and an ability to 
skillfully navigate Headquarters Marine Corps, 
Colonel Gentry worked long hours and 
through major surgery to ensure that Con-
gress was armed with timely information on 
Operation Enduring Freedom, Marine Security 
Guards at our Embassies, and all other for-
ward deployed Marine forces. Colonel Gentry 
could be counted on as a trustworthy source 

on Marine Corps Programs, be it the Joint 
Strike Fighter, the Amphibious Combat Vehi-
cle, or the MV–22 Osprey. Moreover, his ef-
forts helped this body properly recognize the 
contributions of the first African American Ma-
rines through the award of the Congressional 
Gold Medal in tribute to the Montford Point 
Marines. 

As Keil departs the Pentagon he will be 
heading just down the road to Quantico, Vir-
ginia. There he will be directing the Marine 
Corps’ top level school, the Marine Corps War 
College. It is only fitting that an officer who 
has spent a career mentoring and training Ma-
rines should assume this great responsibility. 
Here Keil will interact with the Corps’ senior 
leaders, those ready to assume vital com-
mands around the globe. We can have no 
doubt that he will ensure they are well pre-
pared for the duties they are about to under-
take. 

Colonel Gentry’s absence will be felt in the 
Congress and the Pentagon. I join many past 
and present Members in my gratitude and ap-
preciation to him for his outstanding leadership 
and his unwavering support of the missions of 
the United States Marine Corps. I wish him 
and his wife, Jenny, fair winds and following 
seas as he continues to serve our great na-
tion. 
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KEEP TEACHERS TEACHING ACT 
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Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Congress has 
the power to enact this legislation pursuant to 
the following: 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution provides Congress with the author-
ity to ‘‘make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper’’ to provide for the ‘‘gen-
eral Welfare’’ of Americans. In the Depart-
ment of Education Organization Act (P.L. 
96–88), Congress declared that ‘‘the establish-
ment of a Department of Education is in the 
public interest, will promote the general 
welfare of the United States, will help ensure 
that education issues receive proper treat-
ment at the Federal level, and will enable 
the Federal Government to coordinate its 
education activities more effectively.’’ The 
Department of Education’s mission is to 
‘‘promote student achievement and prepara-
tion for global competitiveness by fostering 
educational excellence and ensuring equal 
access.’’ 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MIKE 
TAUGHER 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my friends and colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the distinguished public servant 
Mr. Mike Taugher and his dedicated work in 
journalism and his dedication to protecting the 
environment. Mike passed away earlier this 
month at the age of 50. 

For many years, Mike worked as the envi-
ronmental reporter for the Contra Costa 
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